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him.  He's absolutely willing to forgive your 
sinful behaviour, but that doesn't mean you 
can make excuses or bypass saying sorry.  
Jesus teaches us to begin our praying with real 
regret for the rotten ways we've treated God.  
He also says that we need to add in sorrow for 
how badly we've treated other people since 
they were created by God and our sins against 
them are also sins against him.  We've so much 
to feel ashamed of.

But prayer isn't only about apologising.  Also 
ask God to make himself known to you through 
Jesus.  If you really, truly want to know God 
and the eternal life he can give, then he will 
show you.  That's the whole reason he sent his 
Son into the world: to save us from our sin and 
bring us back to himself.  So ask God to bring 
you to know and love him through Jesus.  He 
will help you.  He has done so for countless 
people before.

Start your 'Big Conversation' this Christmas; 
make time to pray.  To help you do that, on 
the next page are some well‐known words 
from the Bible which are often heard at this 
time of the year.  Read them.  Make time to 
think about them.  Pray about them.

Then come to hear more about Jesus and how 
he can bring us back to God.  At our Christmas 
services, we'll talk about some of the 
conversations which took place at the first 
Christmas and what they teach about God.  
We'd love to have you come along.

David Last
Minister of Forest Baptist Church

Are there any conversations you're looking 
forward to this Christmas, such as 
catching up with a friend?  What about 

awkward conversations?  Somebody you'll have 
to see ‐ like a parent, a child or an ex ‐ but 
you don't know what you'll say?  How about 
troublesome Christmas conversations?  Are you 
nervous of bad exchanges of words which 
might take place, possibly fuelled by alcohol?

But what about the 'Big Conversation' we all 
need to have?  The conversation at the heart 
of the original, true Christmas story.  A 
conversation with God.  Have you made any 
time for prayer this Christmas?

At the first Christmas, new lines of 
communication opened up between God and 
humanity.  Before then, people had been 
mostly ignoring God for a very long time, as 
we still do today.  Having walked away from 
God to live their own way, they'd lost contact 
with him.  If they prayed, it was often talking 
to an imaginary figure: a god of their own 
making.  But the birth of Jesus ‐ celebrated 
every Christmas ‐ changed everything.

Jesus is God's Son.  There is no‐one else like 
him.  Read his story in the Bible and you'll see 
that for yourself.  This unique person came to 
bring us back to God.  Without him, we're lost 
forever since the path away from God leads 
only to death.  But thanks to him, there's a 
way back to God, which gives us back a full 
life, set free from death.

So will you have a 'Big Conversation' this 
Christmas?  Will you make time for God?  Will 
you learn from Jesus how to pray?

You'll have to begin by admitting how cold 
you've been to God, how badly you've treated 
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Special EventsThe Big Christmas 
Conversation

Youth violence
Terrorism
Revenge
Forgiveness
A talk by a man who's
experienced them all

Friday 7th Feb 2020

tinyurl.com/yynlysa5

Christmas
Carol Services

Sunday 22nd
December

10.30am
5.00pm

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ 
came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but 
before they came together, she was 
found to be with child through the 
Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph her 
husband was a righteous man and 
did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly.  But after he had 
considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and 
said, "Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will 
give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their 
sins."   All this took place to fulfil 
what the Lord had said through the 
prophet:  "The virgin will be with 
child and will give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel" 
which means, "God with us."

(The Bible: Matthew 1:1823)
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Forest
Baptist
Church

Welsh Chapel Hall, 881 High Road,
Leytonstone, E11 1HR
 020 0222 6801

07707 052 227 (text/whatsapp only)
 contact@forestbaptist.org.uk
 forestbaptist.org.uk

You can reach our minister, David Last, using the details above.

Sunday Services
Morning : 10.30am
Evening : 5.00pm

Bible Teaching
Every Sunday

Friday Club
* 3.30‐5.00pm * Term Time *

* For ages 5‐11 * FREE *
Get in touch with Pauline on

07895 112 915

JustTalk
An informal group which gets together in 
Leytonstone every fortnight.  Come and 
meet others, discuss an issue, seek advice 
or, even, simply practise your English.  To 
find out more, visit:

forestbaptist.org.uk/justtalk

ENGLISH CLASSES

Contact Ferris on 07727 082 449
or ferrislindsay@gmail.com

Forest Baptist uses the Welsh Chapel on the High Road in 
Leytonstone, halfway between McDonald’s and the Green Man 
Roundabout.  Buses 66, 145, 257, W13, W14 and W19 all stop 
outside. The Tube station is just over half a kilometre away.  A few car 
parking spaces are available on the site.  Some of our activities occur in 
other locations.  Please get in touch to find out times and places.
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